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Recap: Working at greater depth 

‘Working at greater depth’ (GDS) is the term used for grading pupils who are working above 

expected year expectations. At the end of KS1 in Y2, children who achieved GDS in Reading, 

Writing or Maths were identified as AMA on entry to the Junior School.  
 

What is ‘working at greater depth’? 

Working at greater depth in KS2 means a child has mastered the learning expected for their 

age and stage, and is therefore able to delve into it in more detail.  

For example in maths, AMA pupils are encouraged to reason more precisely, deal with more 

complex problems, suggest multiple strategies and approaches to solving calculations, and 

compare different approaches, taking efficiency into account.’ 

In English, AMA pupils are encourage to use different sentence types and lengths, being 

aware of how their audience affects their tone and style, or writing with a ‘reader’s eye’, re-

reading and editing their own work to ensure it’s enjoyable to read. 

At the end of Y6, children are assessed by SATs in Maths, Reading and EGPS. Writing is 

teacher assessment. Children receive a scaled score where 100+ is judged as reaching the 

age-related standard, and 110+ is reaching GDS.  
 

KS2 Maths: greater depth example 

Year 5: Roman numerals 

Which year do you think uses the most Roman numeral symbols: 

a) In the last 1000 years (including this year)? 

b) In the next 1000 years? 

Explain why this is? Think strategically: why won’t you need to check every single year? 

KS2 English: greater depth example 

Year 5: Writing 

A long piece of writing with different sentence lengths and types, range of grammatical 

devices. Pupils then able to rewrite it in a different genre, or write the next instalment of 

the story using what they’ve inferred and deduced from the text? 

Year 5: Reading 

Emphasis and understand different character’s points of view, inferring meaning using 

evidence from the text to justify their ideas.  

 



Year 6 Writing checklist 
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