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Workshop Aims

– To gain an understanding of what AMA is and what it 

means for your child.

– To understand how the school supports the progress and 

achievement of AMA learners.

– To understand what ‘Greater Depth’ looks like in lower 

key stage 2.



What is AMA?

– The DfE definition of ‘More Able’ are pupils who achieve or have 

the ability to achieve at a level that significantly exceeds age 

expectations. 

– At Riverview Junior School, we use KS1 data to determine whether 

a child is Academically More Able (AMA) in reading, writing or 

maths. 



What is AMA?

– At Riverview Junior School we use two different terms when 

referring to our more able pupils:

 ‘Academically More Able’ applies to pupils who are 

significantly exceeding age expectations in Reading, Writing or 

Maths. 

‘Gifted and Talented’ applies to pupils who excel at any other 

area of the curriculum, such as Science, Music or Sport. 



How are AMA pupils identified?

– On entry to the Junior School - KS1 result = GDS 

– This progress and attainment will be expected to continue to reach 

‘working at greater depth’ at the end of key stage 2.

– G&T - day-to-day classroom provision. Range of assessment tools: 

teacher observations and assessments, end of term assessments, 

discussions with pupils, discussions with other staff within the 

school, information received from previous class/ school and 

information from parents and careers.



What does this mean for my 
child?

– By being identified as ‘more able’, it means parents, teachers and 
pupils themselves have an absolute focus on providing sufficient 
challenge and provision to ensure that pupils are able to work to 
the very best of their ability. 

– Tasks and activities will be tailored to extend and enrich pupils’ 
learning, as well as developing an enquiring mind and problem 
solving. 

–  Further enrichment opportunities and extra curricular activities 
will be available. 



How are AMA pupils’ needs met?

– Riverview Junior School offers an enriched and differentiated 
curriculum for all pupils. 

– We use the term ‘provision’ to describe the differences that are 
made to meet learners needs.

– It is how the curriculum is tailored to them, not receiving 
something ‘more’.



How are AMA pupils’ needs met?

– Use of enquiry based/mastery problem solving activities that are open-ended to allow 
the application of skills to a wider context. 

– Rich questioning

– Higher order and abstract thinking opportunities

– Development of advance language skills, to include accuracy, precision and fluency.

– Independent work and self-study

– Development of metacognition

– Transfer of knowledge across subjects

– Provision of leadership opportunities

– Curriculum enrichment



What can parents expect from 
our school?
 
– All parents should expect to know how their child is progressing. As a school we 

do this formally three times a year, but we are always happy to speak to parents 

outside of these times if necessary to share progress data and discuss any 

further support needed for pupils. 

– Class teachers will share with you what is being done in class to challenge and 

enrich your child’s learning. Sometimes extra interventions or learning 

opportunities are put in place—these are nothing to worry about. We simply 

want to ensure that your child has opportunities to be stretched and challenged 

and that they are making sufficient progress. 



What can I do support my child?
 

– Any questions or queries about your child should always be directed in the first 

instance to your child’s class teacher, and Mrs Ward (AHT) has whole school 

responsibility for our AMA pupils. 

– Parents are not expected to be experts in all subjects in order to support their 

children. Gentle encouragement, interested questioning and showing curiosity 

to the world around us all support the growth of more able children. Talking 

with and listening to your child are among the most important factors in the 

development of language.



The AMA child in English

These are some characteristics we would use to identify a gifted child in English:

• They have fluency and breadth of reading

• Are able to read with more meaning, drawing on inference and deduction, can 

‘read between the lines’. They have a wide genre understanding.

• Show attention to spelling and meanings of words

• Approach writing tasks thoughtfully and with careful preparation

• Show pleasure and involvement in experimenting with language

• Are able to transfer reading and writing skills across the curriculum



What do we do for these children 
in English lessons?

� Children are able to extend their own writing by editing and 
improving independently

� Children write with more detail and accuracy, paying attention to 
grammar, spelling and punctuation

� AMA children are able to act as peer mentors offering advice and 
support. This deepens their understanding

� Reading sessions are focused on deepening their understanding 
and the development of new unfamiliar vocabulary



Tips for developing language:

– Read with your children, and to them, as often as possible, even if 

they are already good readers. 

– Able children enjoy learning new words – so have a new word of 

the day or week at home. 

– Puzzles, crosswords, logic games, word games, card games and 

board games all help to develop thinking skills and social 

interaction. 

– Or try learning a whole new language together. 



Tips for developing reading:

– As well as reading regularly, consider if the quality of the books 

you are reading is best for your child. 

– Model great reading with your child 

– Ask your child questions about what they have read (it’s better to 

read less and spend more time talking about their understanding)

– Get them to think of different vocabulary choices to improve their 

book and find opposite meanings for words using a thesaurus 

– Ask children to think of different vocabulary choices to improve 

their book.



Tips for developing reading:

– Can they make comparisons between different texts?

– Talk to your child about how characters may be feeling or thinking 

through what they have read using inference skills

– Share books together and talk about different genres/authors



Tips for developing writing:

– Show great examples of writing through quality reading texts.

– Analyse great writing together. What features have been included 

in the writing?

– Discuss what will they try to include in their next piece of writing

– ‘Up level’ vocabulary by using a thesaurus 

– Edit and improve work together- No writer is perfect first time.



The AMA child in Maths:

These are some characteristics we would use to identify a gifted child in 
Maths:

– Using maths ‘mastery’ approach

– Deepening understanding rather than extending or completing more of 
the same

– Thinking beyond the simple calculation



What do we do for these children 
in Maths lessons?

� Children are able to extend their mathematical thinking with a 
variety of problem solving and reasoning

� AMA children work collaboratively to solve bigger, real-world 
problems independently

� AMA children are able to act as peer mentors offering advice and 
support. This deepens their understanding

� Maths sessions are focused on deepening their understanding and 
the development of maths mastery.



Tips for developing mathematical 
reasoning & mastery:

– Mastery is not about doing repetitive questions. In fact, the beauty 

of mathematics itself, with or without mastery, is that it is infinitely 

stretchable. Questions can be solved in more than one way. 

Questions can be asked in more than one way.

For example, let’s imagine a group of children are learning the 8 

times table. Some will be quicker than others. Some may already 

recall the tables. Just because they can recall them, however, 

doesn’t mean that they understand why.



Tips for developing mathematical 
reasoning & mastery:

– “Why is 8 x 3 the same as 3 x 8?” “What does 8 x 6 look like?” “Is 8 

x 6 > 6 x 9?” These are just some of the ways the question can be 

asked or extended.

Each of these questions will make learners think beyond the 

simple calculation. 

– A calculator can calculate; a brain can reason, question, explore… 

Brains were built for exactly that!



Tips for developing mathematical 
reasoning & mastery:

– The choice of tasks and questions used in the classroom are 

carefully considered and selected. The questions are set so 

everyone in the classroom can readily attempt them, falling within 

the overall knowledge bracket, but they are also suitable for 

simple extension to challenge and deepen understanding.

Continuing the tables theme, a question like “Find different ways 

to calculate 12 x 4” can be very rich in answers



Tips for developing mathematical 
reasoning & mastery:

– Use concrete pictorial and abstract (“CPA”) representation.  

– More able learners can benefit as much as their peers from the 

use of CPA representation to visualise and represent mathematics 

in different ways.



Tips for developing mathematical 
reasoning & mastery:

– Providing concrete material for everyone will facilitate more able 

learners’ need to meet problems which are presented in different 

ways, in different contexts and with use of more varied vocabulary.

– Using the table question, more able learners may use counters or 

marbles to explain to a partner what 6 x 8 looks like. 

– Being able to articulate the mathematical thinking is a very 

important skill that we need our future mathematicians, 

engineers, teachers and doctors to have.



Tips for developing mathematical 
reasoning & mastery:

– You could ask your child to write a question based on a picture of 

diagram, or write a question that has a mistake in it for you to find.

– Allow children time to explore, think and reflect on problems. 



Gifted in Science

These are some characteristics we would use to identify a gifted child in Science:

❖ High level of curiosity in the world around them

❖ Often takes on a leadership role during group work.

❖ Understand scientific vocabulary and uses it effectively

❖ Makes predictions using evidence and real life experiences

❖ Draws conclusions

❖ Understands why data may be invalid or unreliable

❖ Can apply mathematical skill to interpret data and find patterns



What do we do for these children 
in Science lessons?

� Children design own investigations based on their own questions

� Expectation to justify predictions and conclusions in detail

� Give opportunities for children to modify investigations and 

approaches

� Children write more detailed explanations

� Children expected to make connections across the curriculum

� Mentoring and peer support



What can you do at home?

- www.stem.org.uk   This website provides lots of resources 
and ideas for investigations you can try at home!

www.potentialplusuk.org is an independent charity that 
supports children, who are gifted and talented, and their 
families.

www.newscienctist.com is a weekly science and 
technology magazine. Constantly updated with new 
online articles.

http://www.stem.org.uk/
http://www.potentialplusuk.org/
http://www.newscienctist.com/


The Creative Curriculum

Some characteristics we would expect to see in AMA or G & T children across wider subjects 
include:

❖ Being enthusiastic observers of the world around them

❖ Making imaginative links between topics studied and other aspects of the curriculum

❖ Being able to appreciate different viewpoints and attitudes, and debate the significance of 
historical or topical events

❖ Being able to draw on existing knowledge and comparisons with the work of others in order to 
improve their own technique

❖ Being intrigued by the relationship between human activity and the wider world

❖ Understanding why some historical sources may be unreliable



How does our Creative Curriculum 
cater for these children?

� Children are encouraged to make links between different aspects of a topic and look 
for the wider implications

� Children are expected to write in detail about what they have learnt, drawing upon 
techniques learnt in the core subjects

� We provide opportunities for independent research and encourage children to choose 
their own method  of expressing what they have found out (e.g. radio advert / role 
play / travel guide / a series of journal entries as a Victorian touring the British Empire 
/ delivering a sports report from the Ancient Greek Olympics etc.) 

� Children are encouraged to debate questions such as “Who was the greatest 
pharaoh?” citing evidence from their research or prior learning

� Children are expected to make connections across the curriculum



Tips for extending knowledge of the 
world and encouraging discussion:

– Talk through your day and your child’s day, and 

encourage active family discussions. 

– Discuss the news and introduce an interesting fact or 

topic of the week. 

– Give children a broad range of experiences, e.g. visiting 

exhibitions, listening to music, eating different food. 



Tips for developing a range of skills 
and a balanced perspective.:

– Do not always focus on your child’s obvious skills – encourage them to 

sample new activities. 

– Encourage physical activity to develop coordination and general fitness. 

– Praise and value effort and persistence, not just achievement. 

– Sometimes the most effective support a parent can provide may be to 

limit the number of engagements and formal activities their child is 

exposed to, in order to ensure s/he has the space and free time in which 

to play, experiment and develop hobbies and interests of his/her own. 



Resources and ideas

– The following are some example tasks to build vocabulary skills:









Resources and ideas

– The following are some example tasks to build reading skills:









Resources and ideas

– The following are some example tasks to build writing skills:







Resources and ideas

– The following are some example tasks to build maths mastery/reasoning skills:





Further information

– School website – information / further resources

– NACE website (National Association for Able Children in 

Education) https://www.nace.co.uk/page/about 

https://www.nace.co.uk/page/about

